Grace B. Hou

Biography

Grace Hou is the Assistant Secretary at the Illinois Department of Human Services (IDHS), one of Illinois’ largest agencies, with more than 13,000 employees and an annual budget of approximately $5 billion.  She is responsible for the oversight of DHS’ six program areas:  Division of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse, Division of Human Capital Development, Division of Mental Health, Division of Development Disabilities, Division of Community Health and Prevention, and the Division of Rehabilitation Services.  Prior to her appointment as Assistant Secretary in 2003, Grace was the Executive Director of Chinese Mutual Aid Association (CMAA).  

In her role as Assistant Secretary, her priorities have centered around developing a systematic approach to increasing access to and improving services to limited English proficient individuals, creating an integrated service delivery framework that effectively serves those in need, and increasing opportunities for individuals with disabilities to live in the community.  

Grace participates on numerous human service-related commissions and task forces; including the Autism Task Force, the Interagency Nutrition Council, and the Nursing Facility Safety Task Force.  She is also a board member of the Community Memorial Foundation. 
Awards and Fellowships

She was selected as one of 21 Rising Stars by Today’s Chicago Woman Magazine and as Crain’s Business Chicago’s “40 Rising Executives Under 40.”  She has received the Monsignor Romero Award from Centro Romero, the Asian American Institute’s Milestone 2005 Award, the Asian American Coalition’s Community Service Award, Action for Children Individual Champion Award Recipient 2008 Honoree, the PACTT Family Foundation’s Work of Heart Award, and the Asian Health Coalition of Illinois’ 2006 Awardee, amongst other recognitions.  She is also a 2001 Leadership Greater Chicago Fellow and a 2002 German Marshall Fellow.

